
We are thrilled to introduce our first teams from our nationwide U.S. program that are coming to New Hampshire 
this summer! These amazing young leaders come from across the country, and a variety of backgrounds, but all share 
the desire and the motivation to start building a better world right now. This was a highly competitive program, and 
the participants come from the following 12 states: Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Tennessee. 

Now in our 35th year, FFI continues to strive to meet the challenges of the day and be at the forefront of the latest in 
youth leadership development. We are constantly designing and implementing new strategies to achieve optimal results 
for the most underutilized natural resource in the world today...young people. This is why in 2021, we decided that each 
individual youth accepted into our program would have 100% of their expenses ($3,000) covered.

When asked, “How can we afford to do this?” our reply after meeting these amazing youth was, “How can we afford not to?” 
With that in mind, we took this calculated risk because we know that those of you reading this message believe in our 
work. We know you believe in the optimistic power and energy of youth to effect social change. We know you trust an 
organization with decades of experience. And we know you will step up to the plate, both today and in the future as we 
continue to grow and expand to serve youth from all 50 states across the U.S. in the years to come. Because FFI does not 
receive grants from any state, national, or global foundations, the majority of our funding comes from individuals and 
families. From people like you. If you are interested in learning about how you can help us in a number of ways, please 
visit www.ff.international/donate

If you are interested in helping us grow FFI’s Endowment so that we can continue to 
provide tuition-free programs for hundreds and thousands of youth in the decades 
to come, then please email me directly (steve@ff.international). However, 
whether or not you can support us now is nowhere near as important as your 
understanding that there is a powerful motivation amongst youth from all 
over the United States to make a positive impact in the world. With FFI, and 
support from you, these youth will continue to come together and focus on 
our shared challenges, build their resilience and grit, increase their 
empathy and communication skills, and heal our communities and the planet.
			   With gratitude -Steve Martineau

TEAM PHOENIX!
Seven FFI Alumni are Here 
As Fellows This Summer! 
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“I told myself that I have to work hard on my English so one day I’ll come back. Seeing other alumni like Yuval, Una, Clayton, Aya, 
and especially the amazing staff work super hard and making it look easy to lead these workshops and to make the participants 
stay on the calendar and a lot more just impressed me. That’s why I want to be able to learn and to be part of this amazing team.”

“I want to have the same impact our amazing alumni have had on me, on other participants. I want to see them growing, becoming more 
confident, discovering new things about themselves, and challenging themselves every single day. I also believe this experience will help 
me get to know myself better and improve!”

“The Skill Building Phase awakened me about life in a very positive way. The activities we had together affected me and my point 
of view to the reality I’m living in my homeland. I want to be part of the Skill Building Phase so I can show the teams how great FFI 
is. And how it can affect their life as it did to me.”

“In FFI I see a future. I see the one way right now that I can change things. I see an opportunity to dedicate my time to talk and 
act according to my values as well as share them with others. Those two weeks of Skill Building Phase changed my life and I think 
that I can contribute to the participants who are starting that journey, now that I am more appreciative of the unique meeting that 
occurs in this phase, and my wish to make this as meaningful as possible.”

“...Because I have experienced first hand the impact that this part of the process can have on people. Personally, I feel like it had a 
significant impact on me. I don't feel like I would be the same person I am today if I didn't go through the experiences I had during 
my own Skill Building Phase. I want to be an Alumni Fellow because I would love to create this same experience for others. It 
would be my honor to create the same moving experience in others that this program did to me.”

“I am a strong believer in youth and their endless ability to achieve whatever they can think or dream of, to themselves, others. FFI 
is a magical opportunity for me to see my belief coming true through inspiring youth, supporting staff and community members. 
Assisting with the process of learning how to make an impact opens my heart with thankfulness to the world.”

“I want to help FFI participants improve their leadership, and help them see their brave side. Teaching through personality and 
public speaking workshops, I believe these tips will help participants be better leaders. I feel there is this part of me that the world 
needs to understand.”

                We are updating our 
          mailing list to maximize our                             

      impact. If we have not heard from 
   you in several years (you should have 
  received a personal note from us in the       

 last few months), this will likely be your 
  last newsletter from FFI. If you would 
  like to continue to receive our exciting 
     updates, you can send the envelope 
      included with your updated contact 
           information (no gift required) 
                        or email us at                 office@ff.international.

Why do you want to be an Alumni Fellow for 
the Skill Building Phase?

Over the last several months, we have seen that now more than ever, FFI and our Alumni need to come together. There is a lot that needs to 
be done. A lot of listening together. A lot of planning for the future together. A lot of meditating together. A lot of playing music together. A 
lot of having compassionate conversations together. A lot of going out on a boat together. A lot of hikes together. A lot of coaching our new 

U.S. teams that will be here together. A lot of training in social justice together. A lot of healing together. A lot of together.

This is why seven of our Global Alumni are joining us at FFI HQ this summer to help lead first-year programs, meet with community 
members, develop our curriculum, volunteer in the community, and most importantly, come together as a team and family.

turn the 

page to 

see our 

amazing 

2021 teamS!
Interested in supporting an FFI alumnus who has demonstrated a 
commitment to FFI and their community? We have several named 
fellowships that provide scholarships for our alumni to continue to 
grow their impact and create change. If you are interested in 
supporting or creating a scholarship for alumni, please contact 
Steve (steve@ff.international).
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